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April 2015 marked the  
Museum’s 20th anniversary 
as the region’s premier  
resource for early education. 
Since opening, the Museum has benefited 3.8 million  
children and adults, including 248,661 in 2015 – a new 
record. Throughout the past two decades, we have  
maintained our commitment to addressing the needs of 
a diverse and growing audience, to developing resources 
that reflect current trends in education, and to  
collaborating with a broad range of public and private 
partners who share our goal of helping children become 
accomplished students and responsible adults – and 
2015 was no exception. Ever-changing community needs, 
emerging technologies, and new research about the value 
of experiential learning have guided the development of 
our exhibits, programs and services. We remain dedicated 
to providing educational activities that prepare children 
for success in school and in life and, most importantly, to 
ensuring that all children in our community have access 
to our dynamic facility and enrichment opportunities that 
can help build their skills, shape their values and cultivate 
their capacity for imagination and creativity. 

We are proud to be one of Milwaukee’s most respected 
and popular family destinations. Thanks to the investment 
and remarkable support of our visitors, members,  
volunteers, contributors, and community partners,  
2015 was a year of extraordinary growth and we are 
pleased to highlight just a few of our many achievements 
in this report. 

20
YEARS



Changing 
spaces

In 2015, visitors benefited from a  
variety of favorite, new and enhanced  

exhibits – unique, interactive spaces  
that enable families to spend quality  

time together and support a child’s  
cognitive, social, emotional and  

physical development.



In February, we introduced Word Headquarters,  
a new exhibit made possible by a generous grant from the 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation that highlights literacy  
as the key to a child’s academic and lifelong success, and  
focuses on building the skills of early learners and  
emerging readers, including print awareness, alphabet 
knowledge, phonetic and phonological awareness, visual and 
spoken vocabulary, narrative and reading comprehension.  
Our pretend Word Headquarters company provides an  
engaging setting where “employees” are hard at work  
cranking out the building blocks of literacy. The exhibit also 
offers caregivers simple and engaging activities to support a 
child’s learning process and literacy development.

Our popular wellness-themed exhibit, Kohl’s 
Healthy Kids: It’s Your Move!, was enhanced 
with new components. Thanks to our continued  
partnership with Kohl’s Cares and Children’s Hospital of  
Wisconsin, we added new features that highlight water, fire 
and traffic safety; avoiding head injuries and falls; and how 
to respond in the event of an emergency. Activities include a 
kid-sized emergency response ambulance, interactive water 
and fire safety game stations, a safety mini-golf course, and 
traffic lights.

Several visitor favorites returned in 2015:  
Bugs on the Balcony, a hands-on exhibit sponsored by  
Presto-X that features fun activities to help kids learn about 
the fascinating world of insects, reopened in late May for  
the summer season. TINKERTOY: Build Your Imagination – a 
favorite since its debut in 2009 – returned to the Museum 
in the fall thanks to a generous gift from GE Healthcare and 
offered open-ended opportunities for children to use their 
imagination and creativity to design and build. And, thanks  
to our friends at Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., Let’s Play Railway!™ 
returned to the Museum in December with a refurbished 
train for little engineers to enjoy role-play activities in the 
exhibit’s engine, cattle wagon and caboose.

Visitor favorites continued to include Pocket Park presented 
by PNC, a pretend outdoor environment designed to engage 
our youngest visitors, and Home Town, a kid-sized business 
district that helps children explore the people, places and 
processes that make a community successful.  



There’s more excitement to come! 
In fall 2016, the Museum will open Big League Fun, an exhibit developed with permission from Major League 
Baseball that celebrates the game of baseball while engaging children and families in activities that promote 
science, technology, engineering, arts and math (STEAM) education. Visitors will explore the ins and outs of 
the MLB season as they learn about their favorite teams and players, test their skills, decipher the stats and 
rules of the game, and discover the game’s rich history and traditions. The exhibit will be especially engaging for 
children, and its immersive settings, baseball memorabilia and clever use of trivia will appeal to fans of all ages. 
After its debut at our Museum, Big League Fun will begin a four-year tour to peer institutions throughout the 
United States, Canada and Mexico.

Plans are underway to introduce new opportunities for learning in Pocket Park, our feature exhibit developed 
specifically for the Museum’s youngest visitors (infants, toddlers and preschool-age children) and their  
families. Our 2016 plans include engaging activities for children, and information for caregivers about early 
literacy, school-readiness skills, and the importance of well-child medical and dental care.



Experiences 
that  
inspire

More than a million children and adults have  
participated in the Museum’s educational  
programs over the years, including workshops,  
parent/child activities, performances, field trips, 
special demonstrations and events. In 2015, the 
Museum offered a variety of programs and  
activities that inspired children and supported adult 
caregivers in their role as a child’s first teacher.     



More than 2,000 children and adults  
participated in weekly programs developed 
specifically for preschoolers that highlight  
literacy, social and emotional development, and early 
STEAM concepts, including Tot Time, Music & Me and  
Pint-Size Science.    

More than 30,000 children and adults visited 
as part of a field trip in 2015, as educators continued 
to rely on the Museum’s exhibits and facilitated programs 
as a resource for complementing their classroom curricula. 
Seventy-three percent of groups received free/subsidized 
admission and transportation assistance through the Kohl’s 
Cares Field Trip Grant Program and the Museum’s Special 
Admissions Fund.  

We expanded our family programs offered in  
Be A Maker (BAM), a communal workshop that invites 
visitors to explore do-it-yourself projects using tools,  
materials, digital resources and technologies that help  
children build new skills, collaborate and share what they 
learn. More than 14,500 children and adults participated  
in a BAM program in 2015, many hosted by talented local  
makers and program partners.

Partnerships with local organizations also  
enhanced the Museum experience for almost 
5,000 visitors, including programs and performances 
offered by Core El Centro, Danceworks, Dental Associates, 
First Stage, Florentine Opera, Keep Greater Milwaukee  
Beautiful, Milwaukee Ballet, MPTV, Riveredge Nature Center, 
Trinity Irish Dancers, the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music 
and the Zoological Society of Milwaukee 

Events provided a unique platform for  
introducing educational content throughout  
the year. In April, we celebrated our 20th anniversary with 
a week of birthday-themed workshops during spring break, 
as well as a 20th birthday party with cake, dancing, and a  
giant piñata created in BAM. We also hosted our free  
Outdoor Recreation Resource Fair that featured environmental  
education programs and highlighted Wisconsin’s best places 
for outdoor activities. Our ever-popular Valentine Ice Cream 
Social and Not-So-Scary Halloween events, as well as our new 
Holiday Kitchen event, were made possible by presenting  
sponsor Sendik’s Food Market in partnership with  
Breadsmith, Kemps, Palermo’s Pizza, Sargento, and Turbana. 
Families also celebrated national holidays and other special 
occasions at the Museum, including Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Day, Earth Day, Grandparents’ Day, the first day of spring 
and New Year’s Eve.



Helping kids
pick up STEAM
Although our community offers many opportunities for older children to explore  
science, technology, engineering, the arts, and math (STEAM), research indicates  
that STEAM activities can positively influence early literacy and school readiness,  
and that they should be a priority for early learners. In 2014, the Museum made a  
commitment to enhance STEAM-based learning by introducing the global Maker 
Movement to our young audience through the addition of BAM, our family-friendly 
makerspace. Building on that success, we expanded STEAM-based learning  
experiences for visitors – and the entire community – again in 2015. Children were  
provided with opportunities to learn from accomplished local makers, experiment  
with new technologies, processes and materials, and explore the careers that will 
shape the future of our global economy and workforce. 



The Museum’s Be A Maker (BAM) space  
continued to serve as an important resource  
for families, schools and community groups. 
Thanks to support from Brady Corporation, the City of  
Milwaukee Arts Board and the Wisconsin Arts Board, and 
Time Warner Cable, BAM programs were also offered  
during US Bank &  FOX 6 Neighborhood Night, an evening each 
month when the Museum provides free admission, enabling 
us to engage families whose circumstances often limit their 
access to STEAM-based activities.

In 2015, the Museum and the Milwaukee  
Makerspace co-hosted the second-annual  
Maker Faire® Milwaukee, a free, family-friendly event 
held in September at Wisconsin State Fair Park. Thanks to 
contributions from presenting sponsor Brady Corporation and 
other supporters, the event provided 200 tech enthusiasts, 
inventors, artists, students, engineers, and do-it-yourselfers 
with an opportunity to share their work. Maker Faire served 
more than 54,000 people (a 26% increase over 2014),  
making it the largest free Faire in the United States. Attendees 
benefited from hands-on workshops, talks from DIY experts, 
how-to maker demonstrations, build competitions, special 
performances, and opportunities to learn specific making 
skills. Plans are underway for our 2016 Faire, including a field 
trip program for students from schools serving primarily  
low-income neighborhoods, a Community of Practice  
program for educators, and transportation assistance to  
ensure access by disadvantaged families.  



Access  
to early  
education
In 2001, the Museum made a commitment  
to provide support for disadvantaged  
families that were struggling to raise a  
young child; today, more than 80,000  
children and adults benefit annually from  
free parenting education, admission/membership,  
field trips, transportation assistance programs  
and events provided by the Museum to ensure  
support for our community’s most vulnerable children,  
including families living in poverty, foster families,  
teen parents, at-risk fathers, and others whose  
circumstances often limit their access to resources  
that can positively influence a child’s development. 
For many, the Museum serves as a refuge from dangerous  
neighborhoods and difficult living conditions, offering  
distressed families the chance to spend meaningful time  
together in an educational, safe and welcoming environment.



In 1999, we introduced Neighborhood Night,  
an evening each month that offers free admission and  
educational programs to meet the needs of low-income  
and working families. Almost 6,000 children and adults 
participated in 2015, thanks to presenting sponsor US Bank, 
with support from media partner FOX 6. 

Family Focus, a program that provides free  
parenting education, membership and  
transportation assistance to disadvantaged 
families, enrolled a record 1,365 families  
in 2015. Thanks to a grant from the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation, we completed the production of a program  
orientation video that will enable us to offer more enrollment  
sessions, serve as a tool that partner agencies can use to 
introduce the program at their sites, and help highlight 
the critical role that caregivers play in a young child’s  
development. Family Focus was made possible in 2015 by 
grants from Brady Corporation Foundation, Albert J. and 
Flora H. Ellinger Foundation, Joy Global Foundation,  
Greater Milwaukee Foundation, Herzfeld Foundation,  
Krause Family Foundation, PNC Foundation, A.O. Smith 
Foundation and 25 partner agencies that helped us engage 
some of our community’s most vulnerable families.

In August, we held our annual Back-to-School 
Resource Fair thanks to major support from Mike and 
Jennifer Keough, with additional support provided by US 
Bank and GE Healthcare employees. The event provided  
free backpacks, school supplies and information to help  
disadvantaged families prepare for a successful school  
year, and benefited a record 1,934 children and adults.

The Museum provided free and subsidized 
field trips to almost 6,000 children and adults 
through our Special Admissions Program,  
helping to ensure Museum access by disadvantaged school 
groups, adults and children with disabilities, and low-income 
community groups, childcare centers and neighborhood 
organizations. Major support for the program was provided 
by Gary and Denise Elfe, and Onnie Leach Smith.



Play with 
purpose

Ensuring the positive impact of our 
work is a priority, and in 2015, we  

expanded our commitment to  
evaluating the Museum experience.



The Museum collaborated with researchers 
from the University of Wisconsin (Milwaukee and 
Madison) to assess the experience of 278 third- and fourth-
grade students who participated in a special maker-based 
field trip thanks to a grant from the Herzfeld Foundation. The 
study demonstrated that the Museum’s maker activities can 
help students improve their understanding of and interest in 
STEAM, and inspire educators to provide these experiences 
in their classrooms. A second study funded by the Herzfeld 
Foundation will evaluate how Museum maker programs can 
be used to complement classroom learning; the project will 
engage more than 900 students and their teachers with  
results available in 2016. 

A current research study will evaluate the  
influence of specific Museum experiences on  
a child’s early literacy skills and a caregiver’s  
understanding of their role in the learning  
process. The study, funded by the Greater Milwaukee  
Foundation’s Alma Smith Wright Fund, Clarence G. Reible 
Fund, Johnel Fisher Moore Fund, and the Douglas L.P.  
Hamilton Fund and conducted in partnership with the  
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Marquette University, 
will track families who visit the Museum regularly and those 
who visit occasionally, with results available in 2017.



An  
investment 
worth  
making
The Museum’s exhibits, educational programs,  
and extensive community outreach commitments  
are made possible by the generous support of  
many businesses, organizations, families and  
individuals who recognize the profound influence of early 
education on a child’s academic and lifelong success and 
– in the longer term – on the future of our community.



In 2015, the Museum received a landmark  
seven-figure anonymous donation, the largest 
in our history. This contribution along with other  
generous gifts and grants represent an important investment 
in the Museum’s continued success and our capacity to 
meet the needs of all children and families in our community.

The Exhibit Development Initiative set a record 
in 2015. Museums across the nation lease/purchase  
exhibits to keep their visitor experience fresh, reflect key 
trends in early learning, and highlight their educational  
mission in the communities they serve. In 2005, the  
Museum launched the Initiative, a program that creates  
exhibits – initially for our own facility – that we can  
subsequently offer for lease or sale to other educational  
facilities. The Initiative has made remarkable progress since 
its introduction; the program generated more than 26  
percent of our income in 2015, and our exhibits have been 
displayed at more than 100 institutions across the nation 
and around the world, including children’s museums,  
science centers, schools and libraries. 

To celebrate the Museum’s 20th anniversary, 
Greg Marcus (who served as President of the 
Museum’s Board of Directors when we opened 
our doors in 1995) and his wife, Linda, were 
joined by brother David Marcus (our Board 
President in 2015) and his wife, Melina, to 
serve as Honorary Chairs for the 2015  
Museum Gala. Thanks to their hard work and a talented 
volunteer committee, the event raised critical funds to 
support the Museum’s operation and community outreach 
initiatives. The event was supported by Patron Sponsors  
the Northwestern Mutual Foundation and PNC Financial 
Services Group; Partnering Sponsors Boston Store and Bridie 
and Ed Mooney; Raffle Sponsor The Marcus Corporation; 
and many other individuals and sponsors we are pleased to 
acknowledge in our Honor Roll. The Gala Wish List – which 
enabled guests to direct a gift to a specific program or  
project – provided much-needed support for Museum  
programs that benefit families in need.



Honor Roll

Thanks to our Founders, capital campaign donors, community supporters, and a  
remarkable naming gift made in honor of Betty Brinn, we opened our doors in 1995 and 
welcomed 120,000 visitors who flocked to Milwaukee’s lakefront to see the new Betty 
Brinn Children’s Museum – in 2015, almost 250,000 children and adults benefited 
from our exhibits, programs and services. For two decades, our work has been inspired 
by Betty Brinn’s commitment to supporting families that are struggling to raise a young 
child. We are deeply grateful to the individuals, businesses and organizations that  
support our educational mission and share our goal of improving the lives of children 
and families in our community. Because the Museum does not receive operating  
support from the United Way, UPAF or from city, county or state governments,  
contributions are critical to maintaining our facility and outreach commitments, and  
we are honored to acknowledge our 2015 Annual Campaign donors of $100 or more, 
Gala Sponsors, and Corporate, Business and Donor-level members.  



$25,000-$99,999

$1,000,000 or more

$10,000-$24,999

Denise &  
Gary Elfe

Mike &  
Jennifer  
Keough

Onnie
Leach
Smith

* Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s Alma Smith Wright Fund, Clarence G. Reible Fund, Douglas L.P. Hamilton Fund, JayKay Foundation Fund, Johnel Fisher Moore Fund and Tendick Family Foundation (DT)

Windhover
Foundation

Anonymous



$5,000-$9,999
A.O. Smith Foundation
BMO Harris Bank
Debra Altshul-Stark and Brian Stark
Karen and Steve Guy
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Marquette University
Palermo’s Pizza
Piala’s Nursery & Garden Shop
Sensient Technologies
Turbana

$1,000-$4,999
Augustyn Foundation Trust
Joanne and Robert Bischmann
Chicago Electronics Distributors
Coldwell Banker Residential  
	 Brokerage
D.R.E.A.M. Fund
Diamond Discs International
Jeffrey Drope and Victoria Teerlink
April and John Dunn
Albert J. and Flora H. Ellinger  
	 Foundation
Everdry Waterproofing
Molly Gallagher
GMI Solutions, Inc.
John T. and Suzanne S. Jacobus  
	 Family Foundation
Ted and Mary Kellner
Kohl’s Department Stores
Krause Family Foundation
Jessie Lochmann Allen and  
	 Jason Allen
Milwaukee County 4-H  
	 Leaders Council
Bridie and Edward Mooney
Mortgage Guaranty  
	 Insurance Corporation
Melissa and Eric Nelsen
Newovo Plastics
PPG Industries Foundation
Daniel and Nicole Renouard
Rite-Hite Holding Corporation
Roblox
Sprout by HP
Casandra Tate Mahoney
U.S. Bank Corporate Real Estate
Vilter Foundation
Weyco Group, Inc.
Barbara and Rick Wiederhold

$100-$999
Kathryn and Sal Amato
Ted Balistreri and Lisa Bangert
Kelly and Matt Balthasar
Kate Began
John and Kerry Bolger
Bill and Julie Bowen
Kelly and Jeffrey Bradford
Maggie and Ben Brown
Jackie and Omar Darr
Delta Dental
Alicia and Patrick Dupies
Ethan Allen
Patricia Falb
Linda and Robert Frank
GE Foundation
Patrick and Marguerite Hammes
Rebecca and Dan Hamrin
David Heiny and Stacy Buening
Diane and Tim Herman
Intel
Jewish Community Foundation
Dennis and Donnalyn Maiman  
	 Advised Fund
Jewish Community Foundation  
	 Gary A. and Amy B. Stein  
	 Donor Advised Fund
Rebecca and Zain Kaj
Justin Kolterman and Brooke King
Dan and Marie Kramer
Patrick S. Kwiatkowski

Marc and Sri Lazzaro
Dawn Lindsey
Amanda and Michael Marsala
Austin and Lisa Mautz
Tom and Anne Metcalfe
Karen Ordinans
Daniel M. Pfeifer
Joan and Dean Phillips
Jay and Maura Rabideaux
Sanderson Read and Suzy Hauske
Tere and Neil Sackerson
Keri Sarajian and Rick Stratton
Julie and Mike Schneider
Michael and Melissa Sheppard
Mowry Smith III
Nita Soref
Jud and Jess Snyder
Joe and Karen Stoeckl
Jody Surprise
Richard and Ann Teerlink
James Toth and Karen Johnson
Sean and Cathie Torinus
Joseph M. Vander Meer
Carey and David Vollmers
Alex and Allison Wagner
We Energies Foundation
Wells Fargo Capital Management
Elena and David Wild
Angela and Ross Williams
Scott Zellner
Erica and Erik Zipp



We are pleased to  
acknowledge donors who 
have made pledge payments 
on previous pledges.
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin  
	 Foundation
City of Milwaukee Arts Board
Johnson Controls
David and Melina Marcus
Mortenson Construction
Sendik’s Food Markets
Stackner Family Foundation
WaterStone Bank Fund

In-kind contributors
88Nine Radio Milwaukee
American Science and Surplus
Apple Barn
Attron
Barricade Flasher Services
Bell Ambulance
Best of Wauwatosa
Big Bay Brewing
Bunzel’s Meat Market
Clear Channel Outdoor
Oma Cook

Chelsey Devine
Direct Media, Inc.
Elegant Farmer
Entercom Communications  
	 Corporation
Foley & Lardner LLP
Gigi’s Cupcakes
Glue Dots International
Donna F. Gurda
Heisler Towing and Recycling
Journal Communications
Kathy Kendl
Julia and Timothy Kozerski
Lowe’s
Mangold Creative, LLC
Michelle and Scott Olson
MillerCoors
Milwaukee Business Journal
OnMilwaukee.com
Palermo’s Pizza
Philip Lithographing Company
Piala’s Nursery & Garden Shop
Pick N’ Save Brookfield East
Print-n-Press
Saloon on Calhoun
Select Sound Service
Sendik’s Food Markets

Shepherd Express
Signarama of Milwaukee
Visual Image Photography
Will Enterprises
Wisconsin Public Radio
WITI FOX6
Wristband Resources

2015 Gala supporters
Patron Sponsors
Northwestern Mutual
PNC

Partnering Sponsors
Boston Store
Bridie and Ed Mooney

Raffle Sponsor
The Marcus Corporation

Event Sponsors
BMO Harris Bank
Baird
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Grant Thornton
Hammes Company
Harley-Davidson Motor Company
Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club
Julie and Mike Schneider

Table Sponsors
Berengaria Development, LLC
Margaret and Benjamin Brown
Jackie and Omar Darr
Deloitte
Fiduciary Management, Inc.
Fiserv
Foley & Lardner LLP
GE Healthcare
GE Healthcare Ultrasound
Hansen Reynolds Dickinson  
	 Crueger LLC
Danika and Benjamin Holbrook
Johnson Controls
Marcus Investments
Mercer
Deborah and Tim Nustad
Meredith and Tom Pence
Sendik’s Food Markets
Victoria Teerlink and Jeffrey Drope
US Bank Private Client Reserve
Carey and David Vollmers
Barb and Rick Wiederhold
Carlene and Andrew Ziegler



Great Grands member
Ann Hammes

Donor-level members
Jeffrey Drope and Victoria Teerlink
Meghan and Tom Findley
Karen Voigt and Jacklyn Rynish

Memorial gifts  
made in memory of:
Shirley Jacobson
Bernie Peck
Nan Soref
Leonard Zubrensky

Corporate Members
VIP Circle
Brady Corporation
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
GE Healthcare
Kohl’s Department Stores
ManpowerGroup
Northwestern Mutual
Sendik’s Food Markets

Business Partner Members
A.S. Pindel Corporation
Bostik, Inc.
Dental Associates
Dnesco Electric, Inc.
HUSCO International
Kapco, Inc.
Milwaukee Tool Corp.
Mortenson Construction

PPG Industries
Thomas Orthodontics
West Bend Mutual Insurance  
	 Company
WITI-TV FOX6

BBCM Foundation Board 
David Heiny, President/Treasurer
Kevin Roth, Vice-President/ 
	 Secretary
Tom Bausch
Bladen Burns
Matt D’Attilio
Molly Gallagher
Karen Guy
Peter Hammond
David Marcus
Kevin Martens
Will Schoyer

Board of Directors
Board Officers 
David Marcus, President
Debra Altshul-Stark, VP Education
Jackie Darr, Co-VP Development
Patrick Hammes, VP Nominating
Colin Hutt, VP Marketing
Melissa Nelsen, VP Exhibits
Karen Ordinans, VP Administration
Joan Phillips, VP Finance
Michael Sheppard, Co-VP  
	 Development
Barbara Wiederhold, VP Product  
	 Development 

Board Members 
Ted Balistreri
Lisa Bangert
Jeff Bradford
Margaret Brown
Matt D’Attilio
April Dunn
Alicia Dupies
Benjamin Holbrook
Jessica Lochmann Allen
Austin Mautz
Bridie Mooney
Ugo Nwagbaraocha
Dan Renouard
Tere Sackerson
Casandra Tate Mahoney 
Victoria Teerlink
Sherrie Williams
Marti Wronski
Erik Zipp

Honorary Board Members 
Debra Altshul-Stark
Therese Binder
Molly Gallagher
Susie Gruenberg
Colin Lancaster
Onnie Leach Smith
Greg Marcus
Melissa Nelsen
Julie Sattler Rosene
Mary Ellen Stanek
Brian Stark
W. Ward White
Barbara Wiederhold
Rick Wiederhold



Volunteers 
Saud Aljoufi
Nourah Alsanad
Isabelle Alt
Josie Balcerzak
Dani Ball
Faith Baltz
Kelly Barthel
Chole Beaudoin
Michael Bentley
Stephanie Bentley
Bill Berrien
Jackie Biel
Joanne Bischmann
Olivia Bohnsack
Linda Braun
Jolynn Brei
Brenden Brown
Bridget Brown
Suzy Brown
Emily Bryant-Mundschau
Sean Canavan
Reanna Carpenter
Celeste Carroll
Victoria Celsor
Emma Chojnacki
Grace Christiansen
Lori Craig
Cathy Curro

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School  
	 Students
Jeffrey Dardis
Ali Deshur
Erin Dickinson
Tyler Donlon
April Dunn
Jackie Ebert
Melissa Freeman
Molly Gallagher
Tammy Gilpin-Ripp
Marion Gottschalk
Abby Grabow
Maya Greenberg
Dominic Gwenlstoff
Rebecca Hamrin
Peter Hewett
Miki Hirose
Wataru Iino
Sylvia Irny
Anna Janiszewski
Samantha Jaeger
Kathy Johnson
Nathan Johnson 
Olivia Keenan
Shavanka Kelly
Charlie Keough
Jennifer Keough
Kathryne Keough

Patrick Keough
Jasymn Kosier
Julie Kowalke
Tara Kozik
Sumeeta Krishnaney
Abby Kuna-Elliot Kite
Dawn Kussow
Abbey LaManna
Yunlee Lo
Michael Lois
Carla Lopez
Laura Lueck
Cheng Luo
Bailey Malone
Greg Marcus
Linda Marcus
Melina Marcus
Andrew Marris
Tatsuki Masuda
Ted Matkom
Shari Modlinksi
Alyssa Moore
Minji Nam
Yessica Nava
Tricia Nelsen
Caitlin Nelson
Diane Nelson
Kara Nelson
Miguel Nunez
Deb Nustad
Charlene Olive
Abe Oxley-Hase
Teagan Oxley-Hase
Vanesa Padilla
Kali Palen
Matt Parlow
Honey Patscot
Marci Pelzer
Joan Phillips
Alanna Poindexter
Caroline Rachow
Lynn Raines
Luis Rincon
Caryl Roberts
Megan Roberts
Mathieu St. Amour
Ayane Sakashita
Karen Schaefer
Judy Schwerm
Patrick Sheehy
Kevin Shermach
Jeffrey Sherman



Zac Shipley
Ellie Sileno
Alex Schmieden
Darryl Simmons
Sarah Slaughter
Anthony Smith
LaNia Sprole 
Zoe Stoecker 
Marianne Szymanski
Alex Tang
Andrew Taylor
Maddie Templar-Schmitt
Mike Thiel
Amy Thomas 
Jacob Thoreson
Dan Toohil
Lyzi Torrest
Brenda Vento
Jerry Vite
Jenna Wagner
Stacey Walthers Naffah
Yinan Wang
Emily Warner
Glenda Watson 
Miranda Wenzel 
Jason Wiegand
Phil Williamson
Mary Young 
Ruth Zavala 
Jessica Zembles
Erica Zipp
Anita Zogrodnik

Museum Staff
Fern Shupeck, Executive Director
Kristen Adams, Chief Advancement  
	 Officer
Kim Bair, Early Childhood Educator
Linda Brown, Membership &  
	 Birthday Party Coordinator
Katherine Cannistra, Director of  
	 Exhibits 
Stacie Clough, Exhibit Services  
	 Product Manager
Michael Cook, Associate Director  
	 of Exhibit Development &  
	 Maker Experiences
Oma Cook, Chief Financial Officer
Kenlei Cowell, Development  
	 Associate & Event Coordinator-
Joe Dorn, Manager of Maker &  
	 Educational Programs 

Michele Duranso, Communications  
	 Manager
Sergio Elizalde Ortiz, Director of  
	 Finance
Sedrick Gray, Accountant
Dan Grunst, Director of Fabrication
Amy Kazilsky, Director of Education
Tom Matthews, Lead Exhibit  
	 Fabricator
John McGeen, Exhibits Associate
Quintina Miller, Visitor Services  
	 Manager
Olivia Offenbacher, Visitor Services  
	 Assistant Manager
William Pariso, BAM Program 		
	 Developer 
Joseph Pariso, Exhibit Services  
	 Manager  
Peter Prodoehl, Associate Director  
	 of Exhibit Development
Dana Reinoos, Development  
	 Associate
Carl Stevens, Exhibit Floor  
	 Coordinator
Carrie Wettstein, Chief Operating  
	 Officer

Deb Williamson, Director of Events
Rebecca Yoshikane, Exhibit  
	 Technician

Visitor Assistants 
Cody Adams 
Brianna Arnold
Kristin Blaney
Jasmine Brown
Andrew Elfe
Brian Greisinger
Monica Holzer
McKenzie Kern
Rae’ven Makaiwi Pelekai
Romare Ramsey
Parreon Reid
LaShae Robinson
Cierrah Stampfli
Brandon Turner

We apologize to any individual or  
organization who was inadvertently 
omitted from this list or is incorrectly 
listed.



At December 31, 2015 (audited)
	
Assets		
Current		  $1,467,700
Investments		  0
Exhibits		  4,123,800
Leasehold Improvements		 1,273,764
Equipment		  217,586
Less: Accumulated Depreciation	 (3,126,671)
Other Assets		  23,227
Total Assets		  $3,979,406
		
Liabilities and Net Assets	
Current Liabilities		  $710,562
Net Assets		
  Unrestricted		  $506,236
  Fixed Assets		  2,492,052
  Temporarily Restricted		  270,556 
Total Net Assets		  $3,268,844

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $3,979,406

January 1 - December 31, 2015 (audited)	

Income		
Earned Revenue		
   Admission		  $593,348 
   Membership		  343,616
   Programs		  35,579 
   Special Events		  207,535  
   Interest		  1,083
   Exhibit Rental		  479,095 
   Exhibit Sales		  62,728
   Other Income		  75,836
Total Earned Revenue		  $1,798,820 
Contributions	
    Gifts and Grants		  $1,843,832
    In-kind Goods & Services		  207,168 
Total Contributions		  $2,051,000

Total Income		 $3,849,820
		
Expenses		
   Occupancy		  102,470
   Exhibits		  582,851 
   Exhibit for Rent /Sale		  156,506
   Programs/Visitor Services		 339,090
   Membership/Marketing		  465,590
   Development		  268,779
   General/Administrative		  380,775
   Depreciation		  289,227 
 Total Expenses		 $2,585,288 

Transfer to Foundation		  (1,237,053)
		
Change in Net Assets		  $27,479 

Statement of activities

Balance

Financials



Betty Brinn Children’s Museum
929 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53202
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